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How to use this booklet

• This booklet has been 
designed to help prepare 
you for starting you’re a-
Level History Course

• Completing the activities in 
this booklet will out you in a 
really strong position for 
when you start Sixth Form in 
September 



Understanding the Course 
Civil Rights in the USA 1865–1992: Overview

Unit 3 counts for 40% of your overall marks for your A Level. You will be 
assessed through two essay style questions that cover at least 100 years 
AND one in-depth study question, based on two different interpretations 
of a key event, individual or issue. Therefore, the exam paper is broken 
down into two sections: 

Section Requirements Examples 

Section A: Historical 

Interpretations (Depth 

Study) 

-Two Interpretations about 

one of the depth studies 

-There is only one question 

which you MUST answer. 

There is no choice. 

-Worth 30 marks

Evaluate the interpretations in both of the 

passages and explaining which you think is a 

more convincing interpretation [30]

For example: ‘Evaluate the interpretations in 

both of the and explain which you think is a 

more convincing as an explanation of the 

problems facing African Americans in the 

Gilded Age. [30]’

Section B: Thematic 

Essay

-You will need to answer 

TWO out of a choice of 

THREE thematic essay 

questions. 

-Each question in worth 25 

marks

Question styles include to following command 

terms:

-Assess

-To what extent/how far

-How successful

For example: ‘The Second World War was the 

most important turning point in the 

development of African American Civil 

Rights.’ How far do you agree with this view of 

the period from 1865 to 1992? [25]’



Understanding the Course 
Civil Rights in the USA 1865–1992: Overview

This unit focuses on the struggle of citizens in the United States to gain equality 
before the law. Learners should understand the factors which encouraged and 
discouraged change during this period. The strands identified below are not to be 
studied in isolation to each other. Learners are not expected to demonstrate a 
detailed understanding of the specification content, except for the named in-
depth studies, but are expected to know the main developments and turning 
points relevant to the theme.

Key topics

(Themes) 

Content – Learners should have studied the following:

African 

Americans

Their position in 1865, Reconstruction, white reaction and discrimination; the role of 

African Americans in gaining civil rights (e.g. Booker T Washington, Dubois, Martin Luther 

King, the Black Panthers); the roles of Federal (Presidents, Congress and Supreme Court) 

and State governments in the struggle; the role of anti and pro-civil rights groups; the 

Civil Rights Movement to 1992.

Trade Unions 

and Labour 

rights

Union and Labour rights in 1865; the impact of New Immigration and industrialisation on 

union development; the role of Federal governments in supporting and opposing union 

and labour rights; the impact of the World Wars on union and labour rights; the 

significance of the 1960s; Chavez and the UFW; significance of the Reagan era.

Native 

American 

Indians

Their position in 1865; the impact of the Plains Wars (1854–1877); the impact of the Dawes 

Act 1887, of the acquisition of US citizenship 1924, of the New Deal, of the American 

Indian Movement in the 1960s and 1970s; Native Americans and the Supreme Court; 

Native American pressure groups.

Women Their position in 1865; the impact on women’s rights of the campaign for prohibition; the 

campaign for women’s suffrage; the New Deal; the World Wars; the rise of feminism and 

its opponents, Roe v Wade 1973, the campaign for the Equal Rights Amendment; 

changing economic and employment opportunities.

Depth 

studies 

Content – Learners should be aware of debates 

surrounding the issues outlined for each in-depth 

topic:

Civil rights 

in the 

‘Gilded 

Age’ 

c.1875-

c.1895

Nature and extent of progress in civil rights in this 

era; the varied impact of industrialisation on 

women, African-Americans and workers, and the 

nature and effectiveness of their responses; nature 

and effectiveness of government policy towards 

civil rights issues including varying attitudes of 

Presidents, Congress and Supreme Court and 

State governments; the impact of Westward 

Expansion on civil rights: Native American Indians, 

women, workers and African Americans; nature 

and extent of north-south and east-west divides as 

they relate to civil rights

The New 

Deal and 

civil rights

Situation of women, African Americans, Native 

American Indians and workers and trade unions by 

1932; Roosevelt and the New Deal – motives as 

regards minority groups; how far the New Deal 

improved economic status and civil rights for 

women, African Americans, Native American 

Indians and workers and trade unions; nature, 

extent and effectiveness of opposition to relevant 

parts of the New Deal especially the Second New 

Deal and workers’ rights.

Malcolm X 

and Black 

Power

Malcolm X as a civil rights leader: aims and 

motivations, methods, extent of success, and 

nature and extent of change in these over time; 

reasons for the rise of Black Power; development 

of the Black Power movement and impact on 

other civil rights groups and approaches, such as 

Non-Violent Direct Action; extent of success of the 

Black Power movement and its impact on civil 

rights for African Americans; relationship of Black 

Power with other civil rights causes, including 

women and workers.



Key Words

The American Civil War

Civil Rights

Confederacy 

Congress

Constitution 

Constitutional 

Amendment 

Emancipation 

President 

Republic 

Supreme Court 

Union 

INSTRUCTIONS: As you complete the activities in this booklet, fill in the definitions for the key words. 



Context: The USA in 1865

1. When did the USA win its independence from Britain? 

2. What is the USA governed by?

1. Define the term ‘Republic’.

2. When was the American Civil War?

3. Summarise the key ideas from the American Declaration of 
Independence.

1. Why was the Declaration of Independence so revolutionary? 

2. What was the name of the government set up after the Civil War?

3. What was the executive branch of the federal government controlled by 
and why?

4. What did the US parliament consist of?

INSTRUCTIONS: As you read the information, answer the questions.



Context: The USA in 1865
10. What ensured that no branch of the government was too powerful?

11. What was the Supreme Court and what powers did it have?

12. Why was the new constitution originally not very democratic? 

13. What was the biggest problem faced by European settlers in the 16th and 
17th centuries?

14. What was the solution to America’s lack of labour?

15. Where was slavery more widespread? 

16. What transformed slavery? 



Context: The USA in 1865
17. Where did slavery begin to contract?

18. When calculating the population of each state, how many people would 
a slave count as? 

19. When did Britain and American make the slave trade illegal? 

20. Despite the slave trade being made illegal, what were Americans still 
allowed to do?

21. How many northern states had made slavery illegal by 1804?

22. How did the  outlooks of the North and South come to differ?

23. What was the problem of slavery made worse by?



Context: The USA in 1865
24. What did the South want to do with slaves and why did the North feat 
this?

25. What did many in the South fear?

26. What was the Republican party dedicated to? 

27. Who did the Republican choose as their candidate for in the 1860 
election?

28. What was Lincoln’s attitude towards slavery? 

29. After Lincoln won the election, what did Southern states start to do?

30. What did the issue shift to? 

31. What was Lincoln’s view? 



Context: The USA in 1865
32. What was the problem for Southerners?

33. What could neither side find? 

34. Who was forced to surrender in April 1865 and why? 

35. How many deaths were there as a result of the Civil War? 

36. How were racial resentments demonstrated in the Civil War? 

37. How was the hatred of defeat shown?

38. What did Radical Republicans want? 



Context: The USA in 1865
39. What increased as a result of the Civil War?

40. List all the benefits the that the North gained from the Civil War.

41. List all of the challenges that the South faced after the Civil 
War. 

42. Who dominated congress after the Civil War? 

43. What were America’s labour need met by? 



Chronological Overview: 1865-1992
INSTRUCTIONS: Use the information on the following pages to complete the table below. 

Period Description 

The Era of 
Reconstruction 

1865-77

The Gilded Age 
1875-96

Empire, reform 

and war 1896-
1920



Chronological Overview: 1865-1992
INSTRUCTIONS: Use the information on the following pages to complete the table below. 

Period Description 

The Roaring 

Twenties 
1920-9

The 

Depression 

and the New 
Deal 1929-41

WW2 & the 

Cold War 
1941-60



Chronological Overview: 1865-1992
INSTRUCTIONS: Use the information on the following pages to complete the table below. 

Period Description 

Reform and 

reaction: 

Kennedy, 

Johnson and 

Nixon 1960-
74

Ford, Carter, 

Reagan and 
Bush 1974-92



Chronological Overview: 1865-1992



Chronological Overview: 1865-1992



Chronological Overview: 1865-1992



How was the USA governed?

1. What system of government does America follow?

2. How is power shared in a federal government?

3. What was the three different branches of the federal 
government and who is in charge of them? 

4. What is the name of rules used to govern the US?

5. Summarize the role of the executive?

6. What is the role of the legislature? 

7. What is the role of the judiciary? 

INSTRUCTIONS: Use the diagram to answer the questions below.



How was the USA governed?

How can the constitution be amended?

List three important Amendments that have been passed 
and explain what they did. 

INSTRUCTIONS: Use the information to explain how the constitution can be amended.



How was the USA governed?

Republicans Democrats

INSTRUCTIONS: Summaries the key beliefs of the Republicans and Democrats



Introduction to African Americans
Instructions: 

• Put the events on the timeline

• Find out what each event was 
and write a mini-summary to it 

• Colour code the event: 
-Green = improved civil rights
-Red = hindered civil rights 



African Americans Timeline

1865 1992



Introduction to Trade Unions
Instructions: 

• Put the events on the timeline

• Find out what each event was 
and write a mini-summary to it 

• Colour code the event: 
-Green = improved civil rights
-Red = hindered civil rights 



Trade Unions Timeline

1865 1992



Introduction to Native Americans
Instructions: 

• Put the events on the timeline

• Find out what each event was 
and write a mini-summary to it 

• Colour code the event: 
-Green = improved civil rights
-Red = hindered civil rights 



Native Americans Timeline

1865 1992



Introduction to Women
Instructions: 

• Put the events on the timeline

• Find out what each event was 
and write a mini-summary to it 

• Colour code the event: 
-Green = improved civil rights
-Red = hindered civil rights 



Women Timeline

1865 1992


